Prize of One Hundred Dollars offered by Mr. Greeley, for testing the claims of the different Grapes, by a capable Committee.
One of the events by which its surpassing merits were most clearly exhibited, wa3 its subjection to the severest possible test before the Committee for the award of the Greeley prize of One Hundred Dollars. The requirements by the terms of Mr. Greeley's offer were not merely that the successful competitor should be better than any other Native grape, but that it should possess the qualities which constitute the distinctive excellence of the best European kinds, " in pure, rich, vinous, and exhilarating flavor, with flesh melting, tender and sweet, quite to the center ;" while the habit of the vine was to be vigorous and of the most healthy, hardy, and productive character. " In short," (says Mr. Greeley,) " what is sought is a vine which embodies the best qualities of both the most approved American and foreign varieties as far as possible."
I had claimed these high qualities for the Iona. Others also had claimed great excellence for diflerent varieties.
Mr. Greeley says, in propounding the premium, (September, 1864:) "It is time these claims were tested, and passed upon by disinterested and capable judges." " As an humble contribution to this end, I hereby offer a premium of One Hundred Dollars," to be awarded by Committee of American Institute.
The Committee in giving their decision at the conclusion of their interesting report on the subject 
THE GREELEY PHIZES.
For the purpose of obtaining new varieties of our three leading Fruits, or of suitably designating one IVore each that may be possessed of all of the excellences that belong to the kind in an eminent decree, and above all others, Mr. Greeley offered three premiums of one hundred doiian eauh, ona for grapes, one for apples, and one for pears.
The following is an extract from the offer for Grapes :
The requirement, as will be seen by the extract below, is exceedingly high, being nothing less than for a grrq><» of quality equal to the best European kinds, with a vine equalling in hardiness of leaf and constitution the mos: enduring of our native kinds, thus combining all of the good qualities of both, and avoiding the defects of each.
It will be seen that in the opinion af a Committee, as well qualified to judge as could have been selected, the The Iona, during' the past four or five years, has been grown in several parts of Xew-York, in Massachusetts, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Delaware, New-Jersey, etc., and in all ha* proved to be early, a good and healthy grower, and of the best quality. Some of your Committee have seen it ir. a number of these places, and can confirm the favorable reports that have been made. Your chairman has had it some six years, and examined it under a variety of circumstances, and he fully concurs in the high opinion of his associates.
In conclusion, the Committee are of opinion that the Iona is the only grape now before the public that meets the requirements of the " Greeley Prize," and they accordingly award it. All of which respectfully submitted. [A copy.] A FEW ADDITIONAL TESTIMONIALS. The past year, the stock of the most desirable kinds was all ordered In the early part of the season, and many applicants were greatly disappointed by not being able to obtain as many as they wished of the most desirable plants.
For the purpose of producing the excellent new varieties of the best possible quality In sufficient number to satisfy the increasing demand, the means of production have this season been very greatly enlarged, and no improvement has been omitted which my knowledge and experience have suggested that will tend to facilitate the propagation of a greatly increased supply of plants that will produce the best results, as a hardy vigor and early bearing, in Garden and Vineyard, for There is much of importance pertaining to vines and their management that is better and more clearly learned by inspection than by the fullest account, and in consequence I invite all who are interested in the subject to call at lona Island, and examine both the young plants and the bearing vines. Peekskill, the station for lona, is less than one hour and thre* quarters from New-York, and only about three hours from Albany, and not less than twelve trains pass each way daily.
My own boats are generally at the station to meet passengers by the morning express trains, to convey them to the Island.
In addition to these, Mr. James Ten Eyck, one of the best of boatmen, has established a regular line of boats for the conveyance of passengers to and from the Island, meeting all of the principal trains during the day. lie has provided for the comfortable conveyance of passengers in any weather at established charge?, which are very moderate. 
